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Abstract of your mini-symposium:
Diverse and motivated students interested in math biology may come into theoretically-focused PhD
programs with double majors in applied scientific disciplines, or from colleges that do not offer advanced or
graduate-level math classes. These students can then find it difficult to navigate the requirements in their
program, creating a lack of confidence and leading to potential dropout in unsupportive environments. In
this panel discussion, panelists will talk through their experiences building inclusive graduate programs
in mathematical biology, where 1) program requirements are focused on student learning and success, and
2) students are maximally supported in their coursework and research endeavors. We hope this discussion
will be beneficial for faculty members in positions of leadership in graduate programs, graduate students
currently navigating PhD programs, and potential graduate students looking for positive environments
to continue their studies.

In addition, please describe how the proposed mini-symposium takes into account promotion of di-
versity, equity, and inclusion(100 words or less).
This session will be a part of the SMB DEI Committee program for the ECMTB 2022. The panelists
come from different geographic locations and bring diverse backgrounds to the discussion. They all have
leadership experience in Mathematical Biology programs and can therefore provide different perspectives
on how to promote an inclusive and equitable environment for any and all graduate students in our field.

We propose this session to run as a panel discussion rather than as a mini-symposium. We propose the
following format: the panelists will spend 5-10 minutes describing their program or experiences, followed
by a question and answer session, with questions prepared by the DEI committee as well as collected
from the audience.

Panelists:
Dr. Alun Lloyd, Director of Biomathematics Program at North Carolina State University

allloyd@ncsu.edu
North Carolina State University

Dr. Alla Borisyuk, Lead faculty in the Mathematical Biology Program at the University of Utah
borisyuk@math.utah.edu

University of Utah

Dr. Juliane Liepe, Lead faculty in Quantitative and Systems Biology at MPI
juliane.liepe@mpinat.mpg.de

Max-Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry

Dr. Gibin Powathil, Deputy Director of Mathematics at the Centre for Biomathematics at Swansea*
tentative, awaiting visa application results for travel to Germany

g.g.powathil@swansea.ac.uk
Swansea University
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